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From the successful candidates for the final degree, that
of " entered scholar," or "fit for office/' are selected all
important public officials, educational and civil, from the
imperial cabinet down to such minor local offices as are
of such trivial importance that they go to those who have
passed only the preliminary examination. He who obtains
the preliminary degrees, of "flowering talent" and of "pro-
moted man" is not without rewards. His are honor, ap-
plause, and badges of distinction in dress in a society given
to the adoration of form and outward embellishment. His is
the seat of honor. To him is shown hospitality at all feasts
and social occasions! from weddings to burials and to such
an extent that a considerable portion of his subsistence is thus
gained. In a society where every form of approach and
every action in life are regulated by custom, the reverence
and the financial support of his kinsmen are his due. In a
country where economic rewards and even the bare neces-
sities of life are gained usually by incessant toil, a life ,of
comparative ease and honor, with no manual or commercial
labor, are his reward. There always remains the possibility
of promotion, through fair influences or foul, to some official
dignity with at least the opportunity, if not the legal assur-
ance, of greater rewards.
Not considering the preliminary examinations on the ele-
mentary course that are often held, these higher examina-
tions of three grades, are wholly under the control of
government officials, composed, or theoretically so at least,
of the pick of all Chinese scholars as previously selected
through examinations of the same sort
Ordinarily the first examinations are held once in three
years in each district city by the literary chancellor hav-
ing jurisdiction over an entire province. The first day's
examination consists of three essays, two on themes taken
from the Four Books and one of a poetical type taken from
tlii: Book of Odes. These examinations, held in the exami